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OM Lizard’told us a Story, ‘the other often depends upon the Make of the Body, and For- 


‘Day, of-fome Perfons which our Family” mation of the Festyres of him who.relates it. 


tance, refolved”- (whether out of the volence, that frequent it ; vot my.felf forbear laugh- 
or the Pride of his will-mot determine) to ‘ing. at them moft heartily, thoagh upon Examination 
entertain. with” what He thought moft of them very flat and infipid. found, 
mour enough: 3-1 was ity great Pain ‘for him.,when I after the Merit .of his Wit was 
yt heard begin, and: was at’ all furprized founded upon the thaking of a fat Paunch, and the 
find ‘moved by it, . toffing up of aPair of Rofie Jowles. Poor Dick had 
Bie:-blufhed, looked‘tound the Room, and with a forced. ‘3 Fit of Sicknefs,\w ich robbed him of his Fat and . 
wot 


he beurd-st..- postion to his Floridity. now very. jolly and 


femplation Stéry-telling, and as I have -:-Thofe, who are thus adorned with the'Gifts of 


are very Common, are generally irk-- 
fo 


‘fer }thofe.only whith dre’ plealing exhibited to the Fancy. *:'Wit in unknown Charagtess. A littie Circamftance, 
Scory-telling is. therefore not an Art, but what we Complexion or Drefs of the. Man..you are 

wealla Kwack-; it doth not fo muth fubfit. upon Wit talking ‘of, fets his Image’before the Hearer, if it be 

upon Humour; and will add, that it is not chofen uptly for theScory. Thus, I remember, Zom 


without proper Gefticulations of the Body, Lszard, after having made his Sifters merry with an 
his} < which naturally attend fuch merry Emotions of the - Account-of-a formal old Man’s way ot Compli- 


ray. Mind.’ I know very well, that a certain Gravity of menting, owned very frankly, thathis Story would 
yaa ..Countenance fets fome Stories off to Advantage, not have been worthone Farthing, if he had made the 
- wl ‘where the Hearer is to be furprizedin the End; but Hatof him whom he reprefented one Inch narrower. 
this is by.no:means a general Rule; for it is fre-  Befides. the marking’ diftin® CharaGers, and fele&- 
Quently ‘convenient to ‘aid end affift, by cheerful ing pertinent: Circumftances, it is likewilé neceflary 
Looks, .and: whimiical Agitations.' I will go yet to leaveoff in time, and endfmartly. Sothatthere 
“farther, and affirm that the Succefs of a Story very is a kind of Drama in the forming of a Story, = 
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Ehow. very. well, with 1o.much “have been of this Opinion. ever criticiied up- 
aud Life, that: it caufed deal of the Chin of Dick Dewlap. 1 very. often had the 
waa: Mirthiat the Tea-Table.; His Brother the Tem- Weaknels to repine at the Profperity of his\Conceits, 
“was. highly ‘delighted with jit,.and -the next which made ‘him pals for a Wit with the Widow | 
» Day being with fome of his Inns-of-Coprt Acquain: _at_ the Coffee-houie, and the ordinary Mechanicks 
| | 
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try, -L-refolved to lay down fomePrecantions upom Oftentation.” would therefore-advife.all the Pro- 
this Sube@. feffors of this. Art never to. rell Stories ; but. as they 
have.often thought that a Story-teller.is born, as feem'to grow out of the SubjeG Matter. of the Con- 
asa Poet. It is, I think, certain, that or as they ferve to illuftrate or enliven it. 
Tees «Men have .fuch a peculiar: ‘of Mind, that they 
d thy things in another Light, th Men.of grave : 
pofitions. ‘Men of alively and amirth-.. be only at, and mentioned by way of Allu- 
fir e yfal. Femper,- wilt reprefent things to their Hesrers-:: fion.: ‘Thofe, that are altogether new, fhould never | 
the fame mannet ‘as they 'themfelves were affe@-... be ufhered’in, without a and, pertinent Chara- 
A. .ed with. them; aad. ‘whereas ferigus Spirits might -: er of the. chief Perfons concerned ; becaufe, by 
Clef perhaps have beén difgufted at the fightof foaie odd ~ that means, you makethe Company. acquainted with 
in ife; yetthe very fame Occurrences them; and it is a certain Rule, :thar flight. and tri- . | 
re Soi 4) fhall pleafe them well-told Story, where the dif- ** vial. Accoutits-of thofe who are familiat to us, ad- 
goreeable: Parts ‘of thé Imuced are concealed,_and minifter: more Mirth than the brighteft Points. 


